
The Giver by Lois Lowry
Answer on loose leaf paper or in your future ELA composition notebook.
This study guide will be turned in to your ELA teacher on the first day of school.

Chapters 1-2
1.What do you learn about each of Jonas’ family members from his/her sharing of feelings after dinner?
2. What kinds of punishments are used in the book’s society?
3. What are some of the structural guidelines in the society?
4. What does it mean to be “politically correct” in the society?
5. What is especially momentous about the Ceremony of Twelve?

Chapters 3-4
1.What is the attitude toward mirrors? What does it tell you about the society in general?
2. How do the book folks feel about mothering? How is it different from what you’ve known and
experienced?
3. Why does Jonas keep the apple to investigate?
4. What have the volunteer hours done for Benjamin and Fiona? What about Jonas?
5. What is releasing?
6. What is the reaction when a new idea is suggested and referred to the committee?

Chapters 5-6
1.Explain the society’s rule about stirrings.
2. What is the mood of the day of the Ceremonies?
3. What kind of power does the Committee of Elders have?

Chapters 7-8
1.How does Jonas feel as his Ceremony of Twelve starts?
2. What do you think Jonas has done wrong?
3. How are the assignments decided?
4. Why is Jonas’ assignment “a selection”?
5. What is the “capacity to see beyond”?

Chapters 9-10
1.What is puzzling for Jonas about his instructions for Receiver training?
2. What will Jonas’ training involve?
3. What is the first memory transmitted to Jonas?

Chapters 11-12
1.Why doesn’t the book’s world have snow, sleds, and hills except in the Receiver’s memory?
2.How does Jonas react to sunburn?
3. How is “seeing beyond” developing for Jonas?
4. What is the difference between one-generation memories and the memory Jonas is receiving?



Chapters 13-14
1.Why does Jonas begin to feel unfairness in the world?
2. What are the positives about the society? The negatives?
3. How does Jonas feel as he experiences more pain?
4. Why does Jonas decide to keep secret how he calms Gabriel?

Chapters 15-16
1.How does Jonas help The Giver? What is the memory that tortures The Giver?
2. Why doesn’t Jonas want to return to The Giver at the start of Ch 16?
3. How do Jonas and his parents differ in their understanding of love?

Chapters 17-18
1.How are Jonas’ feelings different from his family’s feelings?
2.What has Jonas lost as the Receiver of Memories?
3. Who was Rosemary and what happened to her?
4. Why is the Receiver’s job so vital to the book’s community?

Chapters 19-20
1.Why does the author use italics on page 147? How is Jonas’ answer significant and important to the
plot and his own development?
2. What does Jonas learn about release? How does it make him feel?
3. Why does The Giver tell Jonas that the characters in the book know nothing?
4. Why is the Receiver’s job lonely? 5. What do Jonas and The Giver plan to change the society in the
book?

Chapters 21-22
1.Why doesn’t the plan for Jonas’ escape work out?
2. What new things and images and feelings do Jonas and Gabe experience in Ch 22
3. How does Jonas come to no longer care about himself?

Chapter 23
1.How are these details significant in Ch. 23: weather, snow, sled, music?

Sameness vs. Individuality
Using examples from the book, (1)explain what Sameness means, (2)What are the advantages of
everyone being the same, (3) what are the dangers of everyone being the same?

Memory vs. Innocence
Memory is also a very important part of the book. Some memories can be very happy, but there are also
so many memories that are painful. The Community chose not to have memories of the past so that they
wouldn’t feel pain. Decide whether you think it is better for people to have memories or not to have
memories and stay innocent.
Using examples from the book, explain why it is either good or bad to have memories of the past.

Utopia vs. Dystopia
A utopia is a perfect and good society. A dystopia is a society that tries to be perfect and ends up being
bad. Jonas’s Community is supposed to be a perfect society.
(1) Using examples from the book, explain why the Community is either a Utopia or a Dystopia. (2) Using
examples from the book, explain why the Community is better or worse than the real world.


